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WOKING & DISTRICT GROUP NEWSLETTER          FEBRUARY 2015  

Chairman’s chatter  

At our AGM last November there were a number of changes to our Committee. The new 

officers are:                                                                                                                           

Chairman,  Footpath Secretary,  Publicity Secretary    Brian Reader 
Group Secretary        Clare Dixon 
Membership Secretary,  Social Secretary     Jane Warner 
Treasurer         Julia Goodswen 
Webmaster         Gareth Dyer 
 
 

I wish to again express our thanks to Mike Lipscomb who stood down from the Committee 

after many years service in various roles including, at different times, Chairman and 

Membership Secretary. We wish him a happy “retirement”. 

Our walk with Jonathan Lord, MP for Woking, on Friday 14th November did not go entirely as 

planned. The original idea was to talk to him about Ramblers’ issues and show him some 

practical path maintenance work done by Ramblers’ Farnham Group on Pirbright FP410, but 

unfortunately the 21-metre boardwalk that they had installed was vandalised shortly after 

we arranged the walk. We advised Mr Lord of this but, to give him credit, he still wanted to 

come on the walk. The weather forecast for that morning was truly dreadful – and accurate! 

There was a real downpour until about 11:00a.m. when our walk was due to start. 

Thankfully the skies then cleared. Only myself, John Plympton - work party organiser from 

Farnham Group, Eugene Suggett from Ramblers Central Office, and a press photographer 

from the Woking News & Mail were there to accompany Mr Lord, but he nevertheless 

showed a keen interest in the Ramblers’ work and expressed his dismay at the vandalism. 

There were 15 members and 2 non-members on the walk preceding the New Year Lunch on 

Sunday 18th January, and a total of 23 members at the Lunch itself (including the 2 non-

members who we made so welcome on the walk that they stayed on to eat with us). The 

Cricketers at Pirbright coped very well, and I think everyone enjoyed the meal and the 

company. 
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Please see the information later in this Newsletter about the Spring Lunch and please come 

if you can. 

Malcolm Brickwood, who has only been a member of the Group for a few months, 

responded to my appeal in the October Newsletter for a volunteer to co-ordinate our next 

walks programme. He has undertaken the task with great enthusiasm, and the results of his 

efforts are the programme enclosed with this newsletter. I’m very pleased to add that 

Malcolm has agreed to co-ordinate the following programme too.  Thank you, also, to all the 

walks leaders who have offered walks to Malcolm.  

Malcolm will soon be leading walks himself, for both he and his wife Sylvia have put their 

names down to do on the Surrey Area walks leaders course at Wotton Village Hall on 5 May. 

That course is now over-subscribed, and the Area are, therefore, planning to hold a further 

course in the autumn. More volunteers to go on a course, please! You’ll get first class tuition 

from Tony Pearson and Adam Wilson from East Surrey Group, with just a little assistance 

from John Nathan (former Surrey Area Chairman) and me. 

We were invited to a “Living Well” workshop in Woking in January. Jane Warner attended 

on behalf of the group – please see her interesting report later in this newsletter. 

Footpath Secretary’s Report 

Pigeonhouse Bridge (Woking FP82/Ockham FP5 – Wey Navigation to Ockham Mill).            

The bridge across the River Wey and the footpath over it remains closed due to damage 

sustained in last winter’s floods. Surrey County Council currently has no funding for the 

substantial repairs needed. There is a nearby private bridge on the Wisley Golf Course, but 

please do not climb fences to trespass on the golf course to reach it – such actions have 

caused considerable aggravation with golfers and have not helped SCC when they tried to 

negotiate a temporary diversion. Meanwhile, the official alternative route is much longer via 

Walsham Lock and Ripley Green. 

Pyrford Neighbourhood Forum.                                                                                                       

Jane & Derek Berriman have advised me that their Neighbourhood Forum is taking an active 

interest in the footpaths around Pyrford, and are seeking some improvements to be 

included in the Pyrford Neighbourhood Plan. These include a new circular walk but, 

unfortunately, a problem is that part of the route which is not on current definitive paths 

has recently been fenced off by the landowner.                                                                                                                                  

Please will any members becoming aware of similar proposals from their Neighbourhood 

Forums keep me informed. 
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The Big Pathwatch.                                                                                                                                      

This exciting new project will be run by Ramblers’ Central Office with the help of £300,000 

grant funding from the Ramblers Holidays Charitable Trust. The aim is to walk every 

definitive path in England & Wales, and to record its condition. The official launch of the 

project will not be until the end of March, but some preliminary information has just been 

released by Central Office.  All Groups are expected to take part. This will be important 

work, but fun at the same time – let’s approach it with enthusiasm! 

The project is planned to start in June this year. It is aiming to survey every right of way in 

England and Wales on the OS map. The Ramblers hope that young people, families, and 

regular walkers as well as volunteers and members will help collect the information. The 

resulting report (expected around Spring 2016) will highlight the problems walkers most 

commonly encounter, as well as the things that make walking in England and Wales great. 

We are expected to support the project locally so will have more information and materials 

nearer to the time.   

Help Needed Please  -  Is there anybody out there? 
There are 208 members of Woking Ramblers who rely on the Newsletter and the website 

for information and news of the Group. Both are currently struggling. The website needs a 

web master (Gareth has moved to New Zealand) and the newsletter needs an editor. 

Neither job is particularly onerous but done well would make such a difference to the way 

the majority of members see us. Please give Brian a ring (01483 485601) if you feel you 

could help take the strain.   

 
Information Please 
Attached to this Newsletter is a questionnaire which we really would like everyone to 
respond to. The new committee are trying to make plans for the future and any 
information will be gratefully received. 
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LIVING WELL IN WOKING                 January 22nd 2015      

The meeting was supported by Surrey County Council, Woking Borough Council and North 

West Surrey Clinical Commissioning Group and organised by Liz Tracey from Adult Social 

Care. 

Woking Ramblers were invited to attend a workshop to discuss working together for the 

health and wellbeing of Woking residents. 

The 95 attendees were from a wide range of voluntary, local and county organisations, all of 

which had in some capacity a close relationship with services and activities that help people 

live and age well in Woking. The meeting was introduced by Councillor Beryl Hunwicks who 

is Chairman of the Health and Wellbeing sub-Committee of the Woking Council. She 

explained the current developments in Health and Social Care within the Borough and how 

the Care Act (passed in 2014) aims to simplify and clarify 60 years of adult social care. 

Although Surrey already works in many areas its partners in Woking are keen to achieve 

better outcomes for residents and have prioritised 6 areas to be addressed ranging from 

smoking, physical activity, alcohol  abuse, health checks, and Dementia awareness. 

Despite every community having facilities such as libraries & community centres it is the 

organised interest groups, or individuals, who have skills and talents that can influence how 

an area develops.   Three such organisations: Mascot (Maybury and Sheerwater Community 

Trust), The Alzheimer’s Society, and Horsell Care, were each able to give a short 

presentation explaining what they do and how they play their part in the overall picture of 

the health and well being of the residents of Woking.  The Council realise that voluntary 

work now plays an enormous part in offering support , education and care to those in need, 

plus the  many groups that offer a wide range of leisure activities all on a voluntary basis. 

The delegates had the opportunity to discuss how groups could share their programmes and 

thus widen their user bases.  

This was the first workshop of its kind and there was a general consensus among the 

delegates that regular meetings could be of great benefit to the community. 

Jane Warner 
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SOCIAL EVENTS AND FUTURE PLANS 

 

 
SPRING LUNCH 

TUESDAY 14TH APRIL 
King William IV Pub 

West Horsley 
 

Walk 5 miles from the pub car park starting at 10am 
AND/OR 

Come for lunch approx 12.30pm 
83 The Street 
West Horsley 

KT 24 6BG 
Please email warnerjane@btinternet.com 

Or ring 01932 351589 to book for lunch 
Current menu can be found at  

www.kingwilliam4th.com/menu.htm 
 

 

 

WOKING AWAY WEEKEND 

For sometime Woking Ramblers have not ventured beyond our ‘one hour car journey’ area 

from Woking and have been limited to day walking. This year the plan is to organise the first 

in a series of weekends away.  

For the first weekend the chosen location is Lulworth Cove staying at the HF house, (cost 

approx £300 per person). For those not familiar with the HF organisation, we will have the 

choice of 2 led walks each day, one harder/longer and the other easier/shorter.  The 

location is superb, right on the coast and surrounded by lovely coastal and inland walks but 

also plenty of places of interest to visit as an alternative for non walkers. The weekend starts 

Friday evening 23rd October to Monday 26th October. This gives us 3 nights’ accommodation 

and 2 days walking. Costs include bed, breakfast, evening meal and packed lunch. 

In order to secure the booking with HF, speedy replies are essential. Please ring Jane Warner 

on 01932 351589 or email warnerjane@btinternet.com by 31st March. 

Although ideas have been discussed, suggestions for other locations would be welcome. 
 
 

mailto:warnerjane@btinternet.com
http://www.kingwilliam4th.com/menu.htm
mailto:warnerjane@btinternet.com
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THE RAMBLERS WEBSITE 
 
Many members (including me) have found difficulty navigating the new website. 
Improvements are still being made and it is getting easier. The new site has brought many 
advantages. All members can now update their details by logging in to their account.   
To do this go to 
www.ramblers.org.uk 
and click on login at the top of the page. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

If you do not have login details, you can click on Register. 

Once logged in, click on My account at the top of the page. 

Personal details, including your ramblers group, can be updated.  

Information about our group can be reached directly by going to 

www.ramblers.org.uk/woking-district 

Rather than trying to search for the group which is quite slow, these pages have details of all 
our walks and events. Any updates to the walk programme will be displayed here. There are 
links to the walk programme and the latest newsletter. There is also a page for walk leaders 
which has links to the various forms. 
Please be patient as the site does still seem to be rather slow. If you would like any help 

using the web site, please email info@wokingramblers.org 

 

The Ramblers Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. 

Company registration number: 4458492. Registered charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. 

Registered office: 2
nd

 floor, Camelford House. 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW. 
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